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application for the payment of the salaries due to
the different persons employed there was no money
in the treasury. On Saturday night the receipts
were carefully handed over to Sheridan, who care-
lessly spent the money; so that the whole of the
humbler employes received nothing, whilst the
higher order of actors contrived to dun and worry
the thoughtless and extravagant entrepreneur out
of a portion of their salaries.

Great was the indignation excited amongst Sheri-
dan's constituents on finding that they had placed
their political interests in the hands of such a man,
and a deputation of three persons was despatched
to London to remonstrate with him. They went at
a fixed hour to the residence of the great man
where they found a large crowd of his creditors
assembled, many of them apparently bent on saying
some very disagreeable truths. After waiting for some
time, the folding-doors were thrown open, and out
stepped the delinquent, in the first style of fashion.
Looking around him with a fascinating smile, he
addressed a few words to each of his would-be
tormentors in succession; each one in his turn was
delighted, and quite incapable of making unpleasant
observations. They saw before them the man whose
speech they had just read in the Times and Courier,
which had proclaimed him in their leading articles
the first orator of the age; and they had seen in
the Morning Post a paragraph describing the irresist-
ible wit which had convulsed Brookes's with laughter,
and which concluded by pronouncing the honourable
member an ornament to British society.

On this  occasion, Sheridan soon observed that
the deputation from Stafford was an angry one; so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